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50+Years of  
Placemaking

For more than five decades, KMD 
Architects has stood out among its peers. 
Founded in 1963, the young San Francisco, 
California-based firm quickly grew into 
an international multi-practice design 
powerhouse. Today, KMD Architects is 
known worldwide for exceptional design 
excellence in a wide array of building types 
from creative workplace and commercial to 
healthcare and academic.

In 55 years, we’ve learned a few things.

We’ve learned that superb design is the 
result of creative innovation and vision. By 
hiring the best and the brightest designers 
who continually challenge each other and 
the status quo, the spaces we create are 
fresh, vibrant and lasting.

Passion is not bound by geographic 
location and by enabling an open  
dialogue between our offices worldwide, 
we maximize the extraordinary exchange 
of ideas. 

At KMD we don’t deal in commodities 
or one-size-fits-all solutions and we 
don’t think our clients should either. 
Instead we work closely with our clients 
to create tailor-made spaces that are 
clean, functional and timeless. These 
environments are more than physical 
containers; they are efficient, motivating 
tools in which companies grow and 
succeed.

The following pages showcase examples 
of our interior design practice.
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HBO
Mexico City, Mexico

FUNCTIONALITY+SUSTAINABILITY
KMD designed HBO’s workspace with open offices, multipurpose 
meeting rooms, audio recording cabins, video editing booths 
and a dining room. The client sought a timeless design that KMD 
implemented utilizing a neutral color palette for the ceiling and 
floors to highlight the interior materials. The materials used were 
fabricated with a high percentage of recycled content and most 
of the lighting fixtures are LED and energy efficient. 
Photos Courtesy of Shaw Contract Group :: Furniture Herman Miller ::  
Carpeting Shaw Contract Group



6

Zappos
Las Vegas, NV

A GREAT PLACE TO WORK
KMD partnered with Zappos to renovate the former 295,000 SF 
Las Vegas City Hall to serve as their new corporate headquarters. 

“We had these world-famous architects and we had to boot 
them,” says Brad Tomm, Zappos sustainability manager, 
declining to name the firm. “They just wanted to design for 
design sake; they wouldn’t listen to our needs.” 

The firm never made it past the renderings phase.  
(Instead, KMD won the work.) The result: what Tomm calls  

“a functional, efficient, high-performance” space.  
Photos Bruce Damonte 

One of The World’s Five Most 
Impressive Offices 

-BloombergTV

Fortune Magazine’s list of  
“25 Coolest Offices”
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Booking.com
Mexico City, Mexico

LOCAL FLAVOR
Booking.com is an online travel service 
company owned by Priceline. Each branch 
office emphasizes local cultural elements 
and vacation destinations. For the Mexico 
Office, KMD chose to represent traditions 
and cultural heritage in a subtle way. 
The arts and crafts tradition provided 
a guiding aesthetic; a full length valero 
ornament wall, custom lighting fixtures 
and handmade carpets are some of the 
elements that invoke a rich cultural 
history. Mexico’s beautiful landscape 
is recreated with expansive vinyl wall 
coverings to show off regional scenery.
Photos Paul Czitrom
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Stanford Health 
Care Center
Emeryville, CA

ONE STOP HEALTHCARE
As part of a collaborative design-build 
team, KMD repurposed core and shell 
space (originally conceived for research 
laboratories) into an ambulatory care 
center for Stanford Health Care. This 
facility houses a number of specialty 
care services as well as an entire level 
for Outpatient Surgical and Advanced 
Imaging Suites. Clinical floors follow an 
organization based on co-locating all 
providers in a central team work room for 
maximum collaboration.
Photos David Hodges



12 13

Casa Cuervo
Mexico City, Mexico

CLASSICALLY HIP
We sought to express Casa Cuervo brand 
values within an authentic, tailor-made 
space. The result is a Neo-Mexican style 
combined with more modern trends, both 
in functionality and aesthetics. Large 
open areas—new to a traditionally formal 
company are balanced with informal 
meeting areas, phone booths, coffee 
areas, product areas and libraries.

The lighting is also atypical for a corporate 
office. Ocher and gold tones are used 
as homage to the deep history of Casa 
Cuervo. 
Photos Courtesy of Shaw Contract Group ::  
Furniture Haworth, West Elm, Herman Miller,  
IHO Espacios :: Carpeting Shaw Contract Group
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Coty
Mexico City, Mexico

A METAMORPHOSIS
KMD worked with Coty during their brand transformation 
emphasizing the strength and solidity of a Company with more 
than 100 years of experience. The challenge was to design 
a space according to the new Company values.  Live beauty, 
breathe beauty. 

We created open spaces, with a clean aesthetic and 
monochromatic tones to emphasize the graphics that the 
Company developed during the new campaign—butterflies of 
transformations. 
Photos Aldo C. Gracia :: Furniture Haworth :: Carpeting Shaw Contract Group
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Parnas Tower
Seoul, South Korea

ELEGANCE
This new 38-story tower consists of 21 floors of 
open office space, a three story fitness club, and an 
upscale seven floor hotel. The top two floors feature 
an observatory, ballroom and restaurant as well as a 
roof top garden. Interiors are designed by KMD and 
Chang-jo Architects.

Photos Namgoong Sun, courtesy of Chang-jo 
Architects
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Constellation 
Brands
Mexico City, Mexico

HAPPY HOUR
We coordinated with Constellation Brands 
headquarters in Chicago to conceptualize 
their new Mexico City Office. The eception 
space includes a bar and a wine cellar 
which serves all staff and guests after 
4:00 pm. This space fosters collaboration 
in a relaxed and comfortable environment 
free of office hierarchies. Meeting rooms 
are of different capacities—each with 
their own identifiable characteristics. 
Our mural is made with more than 10,000 
bottle caps and partitions using glass 
bottles.
Photos Mauricio Arechavala :: Furniture Koll :: 
Carpeting Shaw Contract Group
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Expanscience
Mexico City, Mexico

OUTSIDE IN
We created an office with natural 
lighting, open spaces and materials that 
can be found in both urban and natural 
environments. All of this was done to 
bring the outside atmosphere in. The 
space also serves as a showroom for 
Expanscience products, including their 
internationally recognized Mustela line 
for infants.
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CHA Bio Complex
Seoul, South Korea

RESEARCH+ 
EDUCATION+ 
BUSINESS
This CHA Medical Group laboratory building 
collocates a range of functional programs within a 
single facility, creating a unique and collaborative 
environment for combining academia, clinical 
research and business development. Facilities include: 
Laboratories for biological and chemical research 
and graduate studies; Faculty/Principle Investigators’ 
Offices; Lecture Halls; Tissue Bank; Conference, 
Exhibition and Cultural Facilities; Dormitories for 
researchers and housing for visiting researchers; 
Corporate Offices, Commercial Ventures; Health Club, 
Cafeteria and Café.

KMD directed design and planning for the project in 
collaboration with Research Facilities Design and local 
architects Designcamp Moon Park

Photos Yongkwan Kim + Juneyoung Lim
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Contra Costa 
County 
Government Center
Martinez, CA

CIVIC COHESION
The design blends civic character with 
a warm and welcoming atmosphere 
that enhances the experience of users 
and visitors. The project directive is to 
bring cohesion and better flow to the 
government district. A three-story lobby 
will allow pedestrian flow through the 
building.
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OMG
Mexico City, Mexico

UNITED AS ONE
Omnicom Media Group is a company formed by three 
subdivisions separated by floor. With recent corporate growth 
they decided to create a unified space where clients can feel 
more comfortable and have access to the whole firm. The 
challenge in this project was to create independent zones within 
a unified open space. This was resolved by color coding the 
departments and utilizing unique creative graphics.
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EA Games
Mexico City, Mexico

FIFA VS ZOMBIES
Designing offices for EA Games promised 
to be a unique experience. The design 
team emphasized the characteristic 
franchises of games such as Star Wars, 
Plants vs Zombies, and FIFA. Some  of the 
innovative features included a Newmat 
special ceiling designed to look like a Star 
Wars Death Star window, light saber door 
hardware in stainless steel, and Herman 
Miller’s classic furniture selection that 
felt like it was part of the movie set. It 
was a rewarding challenge to design 
this corporate office to convey both a 
sophisticated and yet playful design 
concept.
Photos Mauricio Arechavala :: Furniture Herman  
Miller :: Carpeting Shaw Contract Group
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